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Monday 4th September 2017


1. Apologies, minutes of last meeting
Present	Apologies
Chris Goward (Chairman)	Letitia Hutt
Liz Fisher (Secretary)	Ken McGuinness
Constance Elliot	Lis Meyland- Smith
John Penney 	Janet Giblin
Margaret Stephens	David Court
Chloe Dane	Kaye Nicholas
David Jones	
Cosmo Murray, GCE	In attendance
Claire Webber	Bernard Sarson, Councillor
Jonathan Fisher	Kerstin Holman, Councillor
Mary Lowe
	Additional Circulation:
	PK
	Mark Bolitho

	2. Events 
	ACTION

	a. The Game Fair went well, and we will be happy to have it back in 2019.  Some residents didn’t receive the information for claiming free tickets, so it is anticipated that OHRA will distribute advance information next year and receive a fee towards the funds.
	

	b. OHRA contributed £80 to the Park Meadow picnic which, despite the weather, was a good event.
	

	c. The Simply Fresh opening event was on the same day as the picnic. Several members of the committee and several local residents attended the formal opening made by Lady Salisbury.
	

	d. Chris had an initial meeting with Hatfield House and the organisers of Slam Dunk on August 10th.  The event, which has a “folksy” feel has been running in UoH for many years and relocating to the Hatfield House grounds isn’t thought to be a problem. 
	

	e. Christmas event:  Constance confirmed that the Carol Singing in the Square will take place on Sunday 10th December.  Steve has agreed to find some brass players to accompany the singing.  Liz offered to help Constance with the organisation.
	
Constance,
Liz

	f. Constance asked if the two forthcoming events at Marychurch could be added to a Mailchimp to residents.  
	

	· Quiz on 15 September at 7.30 for 8.  Bring your own food and drink. £6.  Proceeds split between Isabel Hospice and Women’s refuge 
	

	· Bingo Friday 29 September at 7.30pm
	

	Liz agreed and said she would add other events happening in the next few weeks, including the Carol Singing.
	
Liz

	3. Developments and planning applications
	

	a. Salisbury square redevelopment.  The OHRA is very disappointed that further and faster progress has not been made in this area.  Chris has made representation to both parties and it was generally agreed that he had done a good job of expressing, to both GCE and Loga, the residents’ frustration about the delay with the redevelopment of Salisbury Square and of the need to resolve the current impasse as soon as possible.  Chris requested and received a position statement from Loga. Now that the two parties are talking, the Committee agreed that we cannot in any way be involved in these commercial discussions and negotiations between the two parties.  The proposed off-licence that was expected to open next door to the Pizza takeaway is on hold until the situation with Loga becomes clear.
	

	b. The OHRA has objected to several recent development applications (Jaipur, Chequers, JobCentre), largely on grounds of the lack of providing parking spaces and the resulting adverse impacts on parking in Old Hatfield which is already becoming overstressed especially with recent developments of the NatWest and Willow buildings.  WHBC Planning Committee recognised OHRA concerns about parking and supported our objections in rejecting the recent application to convert the Jaipur restaurant into flats.  Several people agreed that allowing the Jaipur to change from a restaurant to residential removes another local amenity.  The council has powers to refuse to allow a change of use, but for the developer it is a commercial decision and they are likely to push for the most lucrative outcome.  However, preserving the vitality of Old Hatfield is a priority.  We need to highlight WHBC’s recent views regarding the importance of the Old Hatfield local community’s concerns regarding parking and protecting and enhance the vitality of the area that were behind their decision to reject the Jaipur application.  We would hope that prospective developers would take note of this and come forward with neighbourhood friendly proposals that could enhance rather than damage the local area. 

John expressed concern about the proposed development of Chequers House, a grade II listed building.  He had proposed to the developer that 3 houses would be more appropriate.  John has been told this would be more difficult to do.  He is most concerned that the development is carried out sympathetically and in a way that preserves the local area.
	

	c. John expressed concern that the OHRA doesn’t get early notification of planning applications affecting Old Hatfield.  Bernard suggested that Kerstin could forward all relevant planning applications to John as she receives them daily.  Kerstin agreed to do this and John expressed his thanks.  It is important to receive them well in advance of the deadline so that the OHRA can make a proper response.

Mary said that such notifications do not also cover lodging of subsequent documents, which she still needs to search for on the WHBC planning web site. Therefore, she looks for differences and updates on the website, but there is often a delay of up to 10 days before they are uploaded.

	
Kerstin

	d. Suggested planning subcommittee.  Chris, John, Mary and Kerstin all agreed to form this committee.  
	

	4. Parking 
	

	a. Cosmo explained that in addition to the application for 16 one-bedroom flats on the 1st and 2nd floors at the JobCentre, an application has been made for a further nine one, two and three-bedroom flats on the ground floor and in the loft.  The developers have shown some sympathy for the concerns of the local community and are keen to work with the OHRA to try to accommodate these concerns and for their development to be in line with the proposed redevelopment of Salisbury square. .

Regarding WHBC’s recent review of the Jaipur application, John expressed a concern that a council officer had put in a recommendation to accept the JMP parking report behind the Jaipur claim that there is currently no parking problem, which was fundamentally flawed due in part because it was completed during August 2016 when many people would have been on holiday.  Bernard said he would follow this up.

John reported that he, Jonathan and Chris had had a good meeting with GCE before this 4 September meeting.  It was agreed they would carry out a joint study and consultative workshop on parking problems in Old Hatfield and possible solutions.  They will use the findings to come up with a common position on local developments and parking to present to the Council.  JP has been pressing WHBC to implement Article 4 provisions requiring that WHBC consider parking implications of proposed developments in Old Hatfield.   His efforts have been thwarted by the Department for Communities and Local Government not being willing to consider such proposals until the WHBC Local Plan is agreed.  But this will not be before 2018 at the earliest and so will be too late to stop commercial properties being converted into housing with potentially adverse parking impacts.  Vicky Hatfield has said that it is possible to get a Traffic Management Order so that if someone converts commercial into residential they will not qualify for parking permits.  
	






Bernard

	5. Station interchange developments 
	

	a. The next Station Interchange Steering Group meeting is on September 26th at 2pm in the Herts County Council Project Office (opposite Simmons in St Albans Road East.  This is an important platform where station and A1000 issues can be raised. Chris urged anyone with concerns about the Station Interchange to attend.  Liz agreed to post something on Facebook and to ask anyone interested to contact the OHRA as the numbers attending the meeting are already large.  Herts Highways, Govia Trains (GTR), WHBC, Hatfield House attend, along with people from buses, taxis, etc. 

Mary said that the station footbridge, the supposed “Gateway to Hatfield” was a disgrace.  There should be a ramp on the southside to facilitate pushchairs, wheelchairs, etc.  Bernard said he would investigate.
	

Liz



Bernard




	b. Chris has already expressed the following concerns to GTR: 
	

	· the “kiss and drop” area and the potential use of the Car Park.  This includes concerns about the empty bus interchange and ground floor of the carpark which leads to an overflow of taxis and insufficient space at the drop-off layby.  
	

	· the awful performance of GTR in letting the retail units
	

	6. Blooming Old Hatfield
	

	a. Chris reported that the development of a design for the watering device continues.  David said he had spoken to the person doing the design and it should be ready soon.  The designer has improved the logo. 

The first OHRA working party on August 6th was well received, and we received bottle of wine as a thank you from Jeanette.  Chris cleared the remaining debris with the help of Jeanette’s son.

Chris suggested that there should be an OHRA working party schedule to help Margaret with ongoing maintenance.  

Margaret showed her runner up certificate for being a ‘Valiant Volunteer’ and was widely congratulated.
	

	b. Hatfield House are holding regular station beds working party meetings (first Thursday of the month 3 – 4.30pm) to which we are invited.  Liz will post this on Facebook and include in the Mailchimp
	
Liz

	c. No progress on situation at Dunham Mews.
	

	7. Litter & Local amenities
	

	a. Constance reported that both she and Janet had been emailing the Council about a refurbished bench for the green outside the parade of shops in the Broadway.  Three of the businesses have offered to pay for the bench.  Bernard said he would follow up with Debbie Watts at the Council.
	
Bernard

	b. Constance expressed her concern that the broken bench in Salisbury Square had not been replaced.  She also thought that there should be benches near to the JobCentre as the wall was being damaged.  There was general agreement that any provision of benches should wait until the building work has been completed.
	

	c. Constance also reported that litter and ‘fag ends’ were not being cleared by Serco.  There seemed to be no evidence of any schedule.  Bernard offered to inform us of this schedule.  We will then report any failings in Serco’s achievement of the requirements under this schedule. 
	
Bernard

	8. UoH liaison and Heritage Hub
	

	a. Chris reported that the main UoH contact, Eva, is leaving UoH and there is some uncertainty about whether her current deputies will have the same enthusiasm.  Cosmo said it is important to meet them to discuss how they plan to proceed.  The Heritage project intends to document changes in architecture in Old Hatfield from 1960 to the present day.  It will also interview longstanding residents to gather their views on how things have changed during the same time period.  The University’s Heritage Fund has already provided £600 match funding which is being held in the OHRA account.  Chris asked the committee for approval to spend up to £200 on the OHRA share of the Heritage Project costs if the project proceeds.  Jonathan reinforced the need to know what the University will deliver before money is committed. 
	

	b. Chris has received a lease to sign from WHBC for temporary OHRA use of 1 Salisbury Square.  UoH has a similar lease.  It was agreed that the OHRA cannot sign a lease.  Dealing with the lease will be delayed until the official status of the Heritage project is confirmed. Chris does not believe any WHBC work has started on the refurbishment.
	

	c. Whatever happens to the projects Chris expressed his hope that OHRA will be able to carry on building bridges with UoH.  Jonathan said that Mill Green are working effectively with UoH on education and awareness initiatives regarding the Mill. 
	

	9. Local Plan & Green corridor
	

	a. Local Plan.  Jonathan wrote (on 12/7) to the Inspector asking if he could consider the following points (in roughly descending order of priority) in his examination of WHBC’s Local plan: 
	

	i. Need WHBC to give due and explicit consideration to parking issues and constraints concerning each proposed development. 
	

	ii. Need for effective measures to protect and enhance the Green Corridor, especially the provision and sustainable maintenance of an expanded network of paths.  
	

	iii. Need for effective implementation of SUDS and flood risk mitigation and best practice techniques for both residential and non-residential buildings in proposed developments to reduce their environmental impacts.
	

	The Inspector will start his examination of WHBC’s Local Plan on 21 &22 September with high level examination of the soundness of the Plan.  Jonathan suggests that it is not worth OHRA making representations at this stage.  The Inspector’s preliminary questions raise various significant issues concerning the green belt and our specific concerns regarding point iii above.  We shall see if he might address our concerns in his subsequent examination of specific topics and developments in stage 2 on 24 October to 3 November, which will concern the overall Local Plan.  Specific developments will not be examined until 2018.  Details of the issues and questions for the hearing sessions in October and November will be sent out at the end of the first week of September.  Jonathan will review this promptly and will advise those interested if we wish to make a submission of additional material and request to be represented at these hearings.  Jonathan’s current view is that this is unlikely.  The Committee decided to leave it to Jonathan to decide whether or not to make a submission on behalf of the OHRA.

Deadline for submitting requests for representation in Stage 2 and additional material is 6th October, which could be hard to meet.
	




Jonathan

	b. Green Corridor. One main development was a good meeting Jonathan attended with Herts County Council Rights of Way team at which they agreed next year to carry out a study and consultation workshop on proposals to extend the network of paths connecting Hatfield, Welwyn Garden City and Hertford.  It is currently not clear if the stage 2 examination of the WHBC Local Plan will consider green corridor matters.  
	

	c. Chris thanked Jonathan for his substantive work on these two projects.
	

	10. Communications & website
	

	a. Chris reported that Refocused is not willing to have a regular contribution from OHRA.  It was agreed that we could use Refocused to raise awareness about specific events and activities as required.  Liz said she knew Mary well and would facilitate this. 
	

Liz

	b. Facebook postings and website update requests are sporadic.   It was agreed that over use of Facebook would be counterproductive.  Short, occasional posts sometimes referring people to further information on the website would be good.  Chris asked for a volunteer to help with the website.
	

	c. The noticeboard outside the Broadway shops has still not been installed.  Chris asked for volunteers to help with the installation.
	

	11. Membership
	

	a. Chris reported that Liz has taken over maintenance of the membership list and expressed his thanks.  Liz asked if it would be appropriate for her to have access to the membership request emails. Chris agreed to send details.
	
Chris

	b. Chris said that there needs to be a membership drive.  It was agreed that it would be helpful to make greater use of the noticeboard and Facebook to advertise membership and who those interested could contact.  It was also agreed that the flyer be updated.  Liz suggested including a brief form which could be cut off and returned might help.  
	

	c. Chris said that the OHRA should rethink the things it aims to do, taking into account the balance of available resources. 
	

	12. Other business
	

	a. Chris announced that he will be standing down as chair after the November meeting after 5 years in various postman, secretary & chairman roles.  He is willing to remain on the committee, but does not want an ‘officer’ or communications role in future.  Nominations for a new chairman are to be submitted to Chris by the next committee meeting, when the Committee will select a new Chair person. 
	

Everyone

	b. Cosmo said that St Eth’s Church Hall is due to be taken over by GCE at the end of September.  It will be refurbished rather like the Riding School and will be available for hire and for use by the church.  This is likely to have an impact on parking as some locals use the Church Hall when no roadside parking is available.  Chloe expressed concern about the lack of parking in Church Street and enquired about the carpark next to George’s Gate.  Cosmo said he would investigate the implications for parking.  Liz to tell the Tennis club to remind their members that they should park in George’s gate car park. 
	


Cosmo
Liz

	c. Jonathan reported the Mill Green Water Day had been very successful.  It has improved links with the University.  The County Council are looking at the possibility of installing noise and safety barriers alongside the A414.
	

	d. Bernard said that the Director of WelHat Council has begun to look again at developing a Heritage Trail in Old Hatfield.  It would start at Mill Green, go along Park Street, up Fore Street, into Hatfield House courtyard, St Etheldreda’s, down Church Street to the Catholic Church, to the Red Lion and down Old Hertford Road to Mill Green.  He invited Chris to join a meeting in the Autumn with himself, Brian Lawrence and June Walters.



	


13. Date of next meeting – Thursday 9th November 8pm at the Great North Business Centre
